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Purpose statement This module aims to equip learners with the skills, knowledge, and techniques 

necessary to master the fundamentals of drums and percussion. It covers 

essential aspects such as understanding rhythm, developing technical proficiency, 

exploring various percussion instruments, and applying these skills in practical 

and creative contexts. By the end of the module, learners will demonstrate 

competency in percussion techniques and apply them in ensemble and solo 

performances 

Learning assumed to 

be in place 

1. Music Notation 

Delivery modality  Training delivery  100% Assessment  Total 100% 

Theoretical content  30% Formative 

assessment 

30% 50% 

Practical work:  70% 70% 

● Group work 

and 

presentation 

30% 

● Individual  

work 

40% 

 Summative Assessment  50% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Elements of Competency and Performance Criteria 

Elements of competency Performance criteria 

1. Apply Fundamental 
Skills in Drumming 

 

1.1. Proper hand and foot techniques  is properly demonstrated 

based on ergonomic principles and modern drumming 

pedagogies 

1.2. Posture and grip for optimal control and comfort are well 

maintained according to ergo dynamic principles  

1.3.  Basic drumming rudiments are well applied  in terms of their 

types  

1.4. Simple rhythms are accurately played using a metronome in 

line with tempo  

2. Explore Percussion 
Instruments and 

Techniques 

 

2.1. Various percussion instruments are well classified  according 

to their categories  

2.2. Playing techniques are appropriately demonstrated  in line 

with key instrument 

2.3. Unique expressive and  dynamics elements are well applied 

in line with classes of percussion instrument  

3. Understand Rhythm 
and Musicality 

3.1. Drums and percussion is read and interpreted based on 

rhythmics  

3.2.  Rhythmic patterns are well performed across to  different 

time signatures. 

3.3.  Traditional rhythmic styles are properly recognized and 

reproduced  in line diverse cultural backgrounds. 

4. Perform in Solo and 

Ensemble Settings 

 

4.1.  Individual drum solos is well demonstrated in line with  

technical proficiency and creativity. 

4.2. Ensemble settings is effectively collaborated based on 

maintaining rhythm and synchrony. 

4.3. Playing techniques and dynamics are well adjusted to 

complement the ensemble. 

Course content 

Learning outcomes At the end of the module the learner will be able to: 

1. Develop foundational drumming skills. 



 

 

2. Explore and demonstrate techniques for a 

variety of percussion instruments. 

3. Understand and apply rhythm and 

musicality. 

4. Perform confidently in solo and ensemble 

settings. 

Learning outcome 1: 1. Develop 

Fundamental Skills in Drumming 

Learning hours:  30 

Indicative content 

 Apply Fundamental Skills in Drumming 

✔ Anatomy  of the drum set 

 snare 

 toms 

 cymbals 

 bass drum  

✔ Grip techniques 

 Matched grips 

 Traditional grips  

 Basic rudiments and their application 

 Using a metronome to build timing and consistency. 

 Warm-up exercises to enhance speed and endurance. 

  

Resources required for the learning outcome  

Equipment, Materials, 

Tools 

 Drum sets (acoustic and electronic) 

 Hand percussion instruments (e.g., congas, djembes, shakers, 

tambourines, frame drums, tabla, cajón, doumbek, talking drum, udu 

drum, berimbau, pandeiro) 

 Metronomes and drum pads 

 Notation software or printed sheet music 



 

 

 Audio-visual aids (recordings, videos) 

 Books and instructional handouts 

 Practice journals for rhythm exercises 

 Books and instructional handouts 

 Practice journals for rhythm exercises 

Facilitation techniques    Demonstrations: Live and video examples of drumming techniques. 

 Group Discussions: Exploring cultural and technical aspects of percussion. 

 Practical Exercises: Hands-on sessions for skill-building. 

 Field Visits: Observing live percussion performances or visiting music 

schools. 

 Peer Review: Sharing feedback during group performances. 

Formative assessment 

methods /(CAT) 

 Written evidence: Quizzes on rhythm theory and notation. 

 Performance evidence: Weekly skill demonstrations. 

 Oral evidence: Class discussions on cultural percussion traditions. Written 

evidence 

 

Learning outcome 2: Explore Percussion Instruments and 

Techniques 

 

Learning hours: 30 

Indicative content 

● Explore Percussion Instruments and Techniques 

✔ Overview of percussion families 

 Membranophones 

 Idiophones 

 Electrophones 

✔ Techniques for hand drums  
 Congas  
 Bongos  
 Djembe  
 Frame drums 

 Doumbek 



 

 

 Tabla 

 Talking drum 

 Cajón 

 Udu drum 

 Pandeiro 

 Ashiko 

✔ Playing auxiliary percussion  

 Shakers 

 Tambourine 

 Maracas 

 Cowbells 

 Claves 

 Vibraslap 

 Castanets, 

 Sleigh bells 

 Rain sticks, 

 Guiro 

 Agogo bells, 

 Temple blocks 

✔ Playing pitched percussion  

 Marimba 

 Xylophone 

 Vibraphone 

 Glockenspiel 

 Celesta 

 Timpani 

 Tubular Bells 

 Steelpan 

 Crotales 

 Handbells 

 Bell lyre 



 

 

✔ Dynamic control and tone production. 

 Tone control  

 Pressure and position  

 Mallet selection, techniques and range  

 Stroke control  

 Tuning 

 Cymbals techniques  

 Stick vs brush  

 Accent placement  

 Volume control  

 Shaking speed and force  

 Finger snaps and Rolls 

 Rimshots  

 Edge strikes   

✔ Cultural percussion techniques 

 African polyrhythms 

 Latine claves patterns  

Resources required for the indicative content 

Equipment, materials and 
tools 

 Drum sets (acoustic and electronic) 

 Hand percussion instruments (e.g., congas, djembes, shakers, 

tambourines, frame drums, tabla, cajón, doumbek, talking drum, udu 

drum, berimbau, pandeiro) 

 Metronomes and drum pads 

 Notation software or printed sheet music 

 Audio-visual aids (recordings, videos) 

 Books and instructional handouts 

 Practice journals for rhythm exercises 

 Books and instructional handouts 

 Practice journals for rhythm exercises 



 

 

Facilitation techniques    Demonstrations: Live and video examples of drumming techniques. 

 Group Discussions: Exploring cultural and technical aspects of 

percussion. 

 Practical Exercises: Hands-on sessions for skill-building. 

 Field Visits: Observing live percussion performances or visiting music 

schools. 

 Peer Review: Sharing feedback during group performances. 

Formative assessment 
methods 

 Written evidence: Quizzes on rhythm theory and notation. 

 Performance evidence: Weekly skill demonstrations. 

 Oral evidence: Class discussions on cultural percussion traditions. 

Written evidence 

Learning outcome 3: Understand Rhythm and Musicality:  

 

Learning hours: 30 

Indicative content 

 Understand Rhythm and Musicality:  

✔ Basics of rhythm theory  

 Beats 

 Measures 

 Time signatures 

✔ Counting and subdividing beats 

 Simple and compound time 

 Complex time  

 Syncopation and off beats  

  Polyrhythms and Cross-Rhythms 

✔ Reading drum and percussion notation 

 Staff and clefs  

 Note placement  

 Rhythmic values  



 

 

 Dynamics and articulations  

 Percussion specific symbols  

 Special techniques  

 Time signatures and tempo  

 Ensemble and solo  

✔ Improvisation techniques and building musical phrases.  

✔ Introduction to world rhythm 

 West African Rhythms 

 Afro-Cuban Rhythms 

 Brazilian Rhythms 

 Caribbean Rhythms 

 Middle Eastern Rhythms 

 Indian Rhythms 

 East Asian Rhythm 

 Western rhythms  

Resources required for the indicative content 

Equipment, materials and 
tools 

 Drum sets (acoustic and electronic) 

 Hand percussion instruments (e.g., congas, djembes, shakers, 

tambourines, frame drums, tabla, cajón, doumbek, talking drum, udu 

drum, berimbau, pandeiro) 

 Metronomes and drum pads 

 Notation software or printed sheet music 

 Audio-visual aids (recordings, videos) 

 Books and instructional handouts 

 Practice journals for rhythm exercises 

 Books and instructional handouts 

 Practice journals for rhythm exercises 

Facilitation techniques    Demonstrations: Live and video examples of drumming techniques. 



 

 

 Group Discussions: Exploring cultural and technical aspects of 

percussion. 

 Practical Exercises: Hands-on sessions for skill-building. 

 Field Visits: Observing live percussion performances or visiting music 

schools. 

 Peer Review: Sharing feedback during group performances. 

Formative assessment 
methods 

 Written evidence: Quizzes on rhythm theory and notation. 

 Performance evidence: Weekly skill demonstrations. 

 Oral evidence: Class discussions on cultural percussion traditions. 

 

 

 

 

Learning outcome 4: Perform in Solo and Ensemble Settings Learning hours: 30 

Indicative content 

 Perform in Solo and Ensemble Settings 

✔ Structuring drum solos 

 Dynamics  

 Phrasing  

 Storytelling  

✔ Role of drums in ensembles 

 Maintaining groove  

 Tempo  

✔ Techniques for live performance and overcoming stage anxiety 

✔ Effective communication with band members. 

✔ Preparing for performances 

 Rehearsals 

 Equipment setup 



 

 

 Troubleshooting 

Resources required for the indicative content 

Equipment tools and 
materials 

 Drum sets (acoustic and electronic) 

 Hand percussion instruments (e.g., congas, djembes, shakers, 

tambourines, frame drums, tabla, cajón, doumbek, talking drum, 

udu drum, berimbau, pandeiro) 

 Metronomes and drum pads 

 Notation software or printed sheet music 

 Audio-visual aids (recordings, videos) 

 Books and instructional handouts 

 Practice journals for rhythm exercises 

 Books and instructional handouts 

 Practice journals for rhythm exercises 

Facilitation techniques    Demonstrations: Live and video examples of drumming techniques.  

 Group Discussions: Exploring cultural and technical aspects of 

percussion. 

 Practical Exercises: Hands-on sessions for skill-building. 

 Field Visits: Observing live percussion performances or visiting 

music schools. 

 Peer Review: Sharing feedback during group performances. 

Formative assessment 
methods 

 Written evidence: Quizzes on rhythm theory and notation. 

 Performance evidence: Weekly skill demonstrations. 

 Oral evidence: Class discussions on cultural percussion traditions. 

 

 

 



 

 

Integrated/Summative assessment 

Integrated Situation 

A local theatre company is preparing for an upcoming cultural showcase and has approached you as a 

percussionist. They need rhythmic accompaniment that aligns with the theme of the show, which 

incorporates diverse world rhythms and features both solo and ensemble performances.  

Your task is to: 

 Design and perform a drum solo demonstrating technical proficiency, incorporating multiple 

rudiments and dynamic variations. 

 Collaborate with other musicians in creating an ensemble performance featuring a variety of 

percussion instruments. 

 Record and document the rhythmic patterns for the ensemble to rehearse. 

 Provide recommendations for instrument selection and setup for the final performance. 

 

Resources 

Tools   Drum sets (acoustic and electronic) 

 Hand percussion instruments (e.g., djembes, congas, 

tambourines) 

 Metronomes and practice pads 

 Recording equipment and notation software 

Equipment  Audio amplification systems, 

 Maintenance tools for tuning and adjustments 

Materials/ Consumables  Notated rhythms and performance guides 

 Access to cultural rhythm recordings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Assessable outcomes Assessment 

criteria (Based 

on performance 

criteria)   

Indicator  Observation  Marks 

allocation   
Yes No 

Learning Outcome 1: 

Demonstrate 

fundamental skills in 

drumming (25%) 

1.1 Proper 

cleaning of 

lead-pipe, 

tuning slides, 

and 

mouthpiece. 

Techniques align with 

ergonomic principles 

and modern pedagogy 

  5 

1.2. Instrument 

is handled 

efficiently and 

safely 

Rudiments are accurate 

and consistent 

  5 

1.3. Maintain 

correct posture 

and grip during 

performance 

Grip and posture ensure 

control 

  5 

1.4. Perform 

rhythmic 

patterns using a 

metronome 

Patterns are 

synchronized and 

consistent 

  5 

Learning Outcome 2: 

Explore percussion 

techniques and 

instruments (25%) 

2.1. Select and 

utilize 

appropriate 

percussion 

instrument  

Instruments suit the 

performance 

requirements 

  5 

2.2. Incorporate 

dynamics and 

expressive 

techniques 

Dynamics enhance 

performance quality 

  5 

2.3.Demonstrate 

understanding 

of world 

rhythms 

Rhythms reflect cultural 

diversity 

  5 



 

 

Learning outcome3: 

Understand Rhythm and 

Musicality(25%) 

3.1. Drum and 

percussion 

notation is 

interpreted 

accurately. 

Notation is read and 

played without errors. 

  5 

 3.2. Rhythmic 

patterns in 

different time 

signatures are 

performed. 

Patterns are consistent 

and well-executed. 

  5 

 3.3. Traditional 

rhythmic styles 

are reproduced. 

Styles reflect cultural 

authenticity. 

  5 

Learning Outcome 4: 

Perform in solo and 

ensemble settings (25%) 

4.1. Individual 

drum solos 

showcase 

proficiency and 

creativity. 

Solos demonstrate 

technical skill and 

innovation. 

  10 

 4.2. Effective 

collaboration in 

ensemble 

settings is 

observed. 

Ensemble performance 

is cohesive and 

synchronized. 

  10 

 4.3. 

Adjustments to 

techniques and 

dynamics 

complement the 

ensemble. 

Changes enhance group 

performance. 

  10 

 4.4. Live 

performance 

readiness and 

troubleshooting 

skills are 

demonstrated. 

Performer is prepared 

and adaptive during 

issues. 

  10 



 

 

 4.5. Stage 

presence and 

audience 

interaction are 

effectively 

utilized. 

Performer engages 

audience  

  10 

Total marks  100 

Percentage Weightage 100% 

Minimum Passing line % (Aggregate): 70% 
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