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Purpose statement This module describes the skills and knowledge required to interpret a song from 

a Rwandan traditional, modern repertoire. This will allow the students to 

broaden their horizons in building a varied and healthy personal library of songs 

This module will introduce a range of methods and approaches adopted in 

independent research related to the study of Music interpretation. 

Delivery modality  Training delivery  100% Assessment  Total 100% 

Theoretical content  30% 

Formative 

assessment 

30% 

50% 

Practical work:  

70% 70% 

● Group project 
and 
presentation 

20% 

● Individual 
project /Work 

50% 

 Summative Assessment  50% 

 

 

Elements of Competency and Performance Criteria 

Elements of competency Performance criteria 

1. Determine 

traditional 

Artists   

1.1. Rwandan traditional artists' history is clearly identified, based on cultural 

and historical context. 

1.2. Rwandan traditional artists are accurately classified per region, based on 

cultural and historical factors. 

1.3. Rwandan traditional artists are categorized per genre/styles  

2. Execute songs 2.1. Rwandan traditional artists are properly categorized per genre/styles, 

according to musical conventions and cultural context. 

2.2. Proper song structure rules, in terms of verses and choruses, are 

consistently executed according to musical conventions and style. 

2.3.  Rhythms and time signatures of songs are identified   

3. Build repertoire  3.1.  Rwandan music traditions are clearly identified, based on cultural and 

historical context. 



 

 

3.2.  Rwandan traditional music genres/styles are accurately classified, based on 

musical characteristics and cultural context. 

3.3. The repertoire is built according to market demand and personal taste, 

reflecting audience trends and artistic vision. 

4. Interpret songs  4.1 The song structure, genre, and style are analysed according to musical 

elements and stylistic conventions. 

4.2. Song diction and articulation are applied according to the song's 

requirements and expressive intent. 

4.3. Technical and artistic proficiency are applied according to performance 

standards and stylistic demands. 

5. Perform Rwandan 
traditional dance  

5.1. Dance movements accurately align with Rwandan music's rhythm, tempo, 

and structure, enhancing performance. 

5.2. Charisma and expressive storytelling are conveyed through body language, 

maintaining energy and cultural authenticity, aligned with the performance's 

intent. 

5.3. Precision, coordination, and technical proficiency are effectively shown in 

dance movements, with authentic costumes and props enhancing cultural 

authenticity, according to traditional dance techniques. 

  



 

 

 

Course content 

Learning outcomes At the end of the module the learner will be able to: 

1. Teach Rwandan traditional music history  

2.  Sing and teach traditional and modern traditional 

songs  

3. Build Rwandan traditional and modern traditional 

repertoire  

4. To interpret songs  

5. Perform Rwandan traditional dance 

 

Learning outcome 1: Determine traditional 

Artists   

Learning hours: 10 

Indicative content 

● Identify artists ‘history   
✔ Artistic background and history  
✔ Artistic life style and music inspiration  

● Classify artists per region   
✔ Rwandan traditional (Gakondo) artists from: 

● North 
● South 
● West  
● Est 

✔ Rwandan modern traditional artists from: 
● North  
● South 
● West 
● Est  

● Categorize artists per genres/styles   

✔ Traditional dance artists  
✔ Traditional singers 
✔ The poets  
✔ Pastoral poets(abatahira) 
✔ Drummers(abakaraza) 
✔ Traditional musicians  



 

 

Resources required for the learning outcome  

Equipment  ▪ Books 

▪  Hand-outs 

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids 

Materials  ▪ Books 

▪  Hand-outs 

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids  

▪  

Tools  

Facilitation techniques   ▪ Lectures 

▪ Demonstration and simulation 

▪ Individual and group work 

▪ Practical exercise  

▪ Individualized  

▪ Trainer guided  

▪ Group discussion  

Formative assessment 

methods 

▪ Written assessment  

▪ Oral presentation   

▪ Performance evidence   

  



 

 

Learning outcome 2: Execute songs Learning hours: 10 

Indicative content 

● Select Rwandan traditional genre style   
✔ Ibitekerezo 
✔ Ibyivugo  
✔ Kuvuga inka  
✔ Inanga  
✔ Indirimbo n’ibihozo 
✔ Imbyino  
✔ Ibiganiro  

● Execute song structure rules 
✔ Call and response (gutera no kwikiriza) 
✔ ABAB structure  
✔ Clapping (ugucurira) 
✔ Hymns  

● Identify rhythms and time signatures  

✔ The rhythm in general  
✔ Analogy between poetic rhythm and musical rhythm  
✔ Fundamental rhythm  
✔ Free rhythm  
✔ Simple measured rhythm   
✔ Complex measured rhythm  

Resources required for the learning outcome  

Equipment  ▪ Books 

▪  Hand-outs 

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids 

Materials  ▪ Books 

▪  Hand-outs 

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids  

▪  

Tools  

Facilitation techniques   ▪ Lectures 



 

 

▪ Demonstration and simulation 

▪ Individual and group work 

▪ Practical exercise  

▪ Individualized  

▪ Trainer guided  

▪ Group discussion  

Formative assessment 

methods 

▪ Written assessment  

▪ Oral presentation   

▪  Performance evidence  

 

Learning outcome 3: Build repertoire  

 

Learning hours: 10 

Indicative content 

● Identify music traditions    
✔ History of Rwandan traditional music  
✔ Rwandan modern traditional music  

● Identify genre and style  
✔ Rwandan traditional songs: 

● indirimbo n’ibihozo 
● Intwatwa(indende,imiyove,rwamaze impaka) 
● Amararo 
● Inanga  

✔ Rwandan declamatory genres 
● Amazina y’inka 
● Amahamba 
● amararo 

✔ Rwandan dance songs  
● Imbyino zishinga icumu 
● Imbyino zishingaicumu irata amatako(intwatwa) 
● Imbyino z’izuka (imparamba) 
● Imbyino z’imandwa(umuhara) 
● Imbyino z’ingabo(imihamirizo) 
●  Ikinimba  
●  Umwarazo  
●  Agacinyiro  
●  Imishayayo  
●  Imishagiriro  



 

 

● Imikagarago  
●  Ikinyemera  
●  Igishakamba  
●  Nkombo  
● Igisirimbira 
● Umutsama 

  
● Identity repertoire   

✔ Music traditions   
✔ Basic music notations  
✔ Genre and styles  
✔ Vocal techniques  

Resources required for the indicative content 

Equipment  ▪ Book 

▪  Hand-outs  

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids 

▪ Repertoire of songs  

Materials  ▪ Book 

▪  Hand-outs  

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids 

▪ Repertoire of songs 

Tools  ▪ Book 

▪  Hand-outs  

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids 

▪ Repertoire of songs 



 

 

Facilitation 

techniques   

▪ Lectures 

▪ Demonstration and simulation 

▪ Individual and group work 

▪ Practical exercise  

▪ Individualized  

▪ Trainer guided  

▪ Group discussion  

▪  

Formative 

assessment methods 

▪ Written assessment  

▪ Oral presentation   

▪ Performance assessment  

▪ Product based assessment  

 

Learning outcome 4: Interpret song 

 

Learning hours: 1 

Indicative content 

● Analyse song    
✔ Musical genres and styles 
✔ Song sections 
✔ Diction techniques 

● Apply diction  
✔ Musical genres and styles 
✔ Song sections 
✔ Diction techniques 

● Apply technical and artistic proficiency    
✔ Techniques and artistic proficiency   
✔ Vocal musicianship techniques: 
✔ Vocal practice tips 

Resources required for the indicative content 

Equipment  ▪ Book 

▪  Hand-outs  

▪ Visual aids 



 

 

▪ Audio aids 

▪ Repertoire of songs  

Materials  ▪ Book 

▪  Hand-outs  

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids 

▪ Repertoire of songs 

Tools  ▪ Book 

▪  Hand-outs  

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids 

▪ Repertoire of songs 

Facilitation 

techniques   

▪ Lectures 

▪ Demonstration and simulation 

▪ Individual and group work 

▪ Practical exercise  

▪ Individualized  

▪ Trainer guided  

▪ Group discussion  

▪  

Formative 

assessment methods 

▪ Written assessment  

▪ Oral presentation   

▪ Performance assessment  

▪ Product based assessment  

 

 

 



 

 

Learning outcome 5: Perform traditional dance  

 

Learning hours: 15 

Indicative content 

 Aligning Dance Movements with Rwandan Music's Rhythm, Tempo, and Structure 

 Rhythmic Synchronization 

 Tempo Variation 

 Musical Nuances 

 Structural Understanding 

 Conveying Charisma and Expressive Storytelling Through Body Language 

 Facial Expressions 

 Gestures and Postures 

 Maintaining Energy 

 Cultural Authenticity 

● Demonstrating Precision, Coordination, and Technical Proficiency 

✔ Technical Mastery 

✔ Synchronizing with Group 

✔ Grace and Flow 

✔ Costumes and Props 

 Applying Traditional Dance Techniques 

 Movement Vocabulary 

 Cultural Context 

 Stylistic Variations 

 Improvisation 

Resources required for the indicative content 

Equipment  ▪ Book 

▪  Hand-outs  

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids 

▪ Repertoire of songs  

▪ Ingoma (large cylindrical drum),  

▪ iningiri (smaller drum),  



 

 

▪ ikembe (thumb piano) 

Materials  ▪ Book 

▪  Hand-outs  

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids 

▪ Repertoire of songs 

Tools  ▪ Book 

▪  Hand-outs  

▪ Visual aids 

▪ Audio aids 

▪ Repertoire of songs 

▪ Inanga (string instrument),  

▪ umwirongi (flute),  

▪ umuduri (horn), 

Facilitation 

techniques   

 

▪ Practical exercise, simulation, group discussion, demonstration   

Formative 

assessment methods 

▪ Written assessment  

▪ Oral presentation   

▪ Performance assessment  

▪ Product based assessment  

  



 

 

Integrated/Summative assessment (For specific module)  

Rwanda Idol Talent Search is organizing a talent show that will take place in a Studio of SAM 
- TV. It requires participants to sing songs or play instrumental songs taken from a basic 
repertoire of traditional, folk and popular songs. The participants must arrive at the studio 
two hours prior to the performance. 

The talent show will start from 12.00 until Midnight in two weeks. 

Rwanda Idol requires the song to have Four minutes for the singers and Three minutes for 
the instrumental songs. 

 

Assessabl

e 

outcomes 

Assessment criteria 

(Based on 

performance 

criteria)   

Indicator  

Observati

on  

Mark

s 

alloc

ation   
Yes No 

Learning 

outcome 

1: 

 

(8%) 

1.1 Music traditions 
are identified 

Ind.1 Traditional folk music   3 

Ind.2 Contemporary folk music   4 

Ind.3 World music   3 

1.2 Genres and styles  
are applied 

Ind.1 Pop Music, Electronic, Jazz 

Blues, Religious music, Latin Afro-

Cuban, Oriental, African popular 

music, Afro pop  , Reggae, Country, 

Afro beat, Negro spirituals are 

Properly Applied  

  2 

Ind.2 Rwandan modern traditional 

artists from 

  2 

1.3 The repertoire 
according to the  
market demand is 
built 

Ind.1 Traditional dance artists   3 

Ind.2 Traditional singers   2 

Ind.3 The poets    3 

Ind.4 Pastoral poets(abatahira)   3 

 Learning 

outcome 

2:  

 

2.1. Select Rwandan 

traditional genre 

style 

Ind.1 Ibitekerezo   2 

Ind.2 Ibyivugo   3 

Ind.3 Kuvuga inka   2 

Ind. 4 Indirimbo n’ibihozo   2 



 

 

(17%) Ind. Expression    

2.2.Execute song 

structure rules 

Ind.1. Call and response (gutera no 

kwikiriza) 

  2 

Ind.2 ABAB structure   2 

Ind.3 Clapping (ugucurira) 
 

  3 

2.3 Identify rhythms 

and time signatures 

Ind.1 The rhythm in general   2 

Ind.2 Analogy between poetic 

rhythm and musical rhythm 

  4 

Ind.3 Fundamental rhythm   2 

Learning 

outcome 

3: 

 

(21%)  

 

3.1Identify music 

traditions  

Ind.1 History of Rwandan traditional 

music 

  3 

Ind.2 Rwandan modern traditional 

music 

  3 

3.2 Identify genre 

and style 

Ind.1 Rwandan traditional songs   4 

Ind.2 Rwandan declamatory genres 
 

  3 

Ind.3 Rwandan dance songs 

 

  4 

3.3 Identity 

repertoire  

Ind.1 Music traditions   4 

Ind.2 Basic music notations   2 

Ind.3 Genre and styles   4 

Learning 

outcome 

4: 

 

(17%) 

 

4.1. Analyse song   

Ind.1 Musical genres and styles   4 

Ind.2 Song sections   2 

Ind.3 Diction techniques 
 

  3 

4.2. Apply diction  

Ind.1 Musical genres and styles   3 

Ind.2 Song sections   2 

Ind.3 Diction techniques   2 

4.3 Apply technical 

and artistic 

proficiency 

Ind.1 Techniques and artistic 

proficiency   

  2 

Ind.2 Vocal musicianship techniques   3 

Ind.3 Vocal practice tips   2 

Learning 

outcome 

5:Perform 

traditional 

dance 

5.1. Aligning Dance 

Movements with 

Rwandan Music's 

Rhythm, Tempo, and 

Structure 

Ind.1 Rhythmic Synchronization   3 

Ind.2 Structural Understanding   2 

Ind.3 Tempo Variation   2 



 

 

 

(21%) 

5.2. Conveying 

Charisma and 

Expressive 

Storytelling Through 

Body Language 

Ind.1 Rhythmic Synchronization   2 

Ind.2 Tempo Variation 

 

  2 

Ind.3 Musical Nuances   3 

5.3. Demonstrating 

Precision, 

Coordination, and 

Technical Proficiency 

Ind.1 Technical Mastery   2 

Ind.2 Synchronizing with Group   2 

Ind.3 Grace and Flow   3 

5.4. Applying 

Traditional Dance 

Techniques 

Ind .1 Movement Vocabulary   2 

Ind. 2 Cultural Context 

 

  3 

Ind.3 Stylistic Variations   2 

Ind.4 Improvisation   2 

Total marks  100 

Percentage Weightage 100% 

Minimum Passing line % (Aggregate): 70% 

 

 

  



 

 

References 

1. RAFIKI, indirimbo za RUJINDIRI,1980, Abe books 

2. INRS/BUTARE. CHANSON RWANDAISES par Cyprien RUGAMBA, Abe books 

3.  Mgr. Aloys BIGIRUMWAMI Eveque de NYUNDO, IBITEKEREZO,1971, Abe books 

4. Gamaliel MBONIMANA, MUSIC RWANDAISE TRADITIONNELLE,1971, Abe books  

5. Jean -Baptiste NKULIKIYINKA, INTRODUCTION A LA DANSE RWANDAISE TRADITIONNELLE 

2002, Abe book 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Glossary

 

 


